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_ FOR THE YEAR 1946-47 


INTRODUCTION 


During the year 1946-47 as many as 52 copper-plate charters were examined 
and estampages of 251 stone inscriptions secured from the various provinces of 


Indis. The bulk of these inscriptions on stone as well as on copper plates come 
from South India. | 


Copper plates 


Among the Copper plates, two sets (Nos. 1 and 2) belong to the kings of the 
Salankayana dynasty who held sway over a part of the Andhra country in the > 
early centuries of the Christian era. Опе of these (No. 1) written in Brahmi 
script and Prakrit language and assignable on  paleographic grounds to 
about the 4th century A.D. is dated in the 14th year of the reign of Nandivamma 
(Nandivarman). It is issued from Véngipura (modern Pedavégi in the Ellore 
taluk of the West Godavari District) and registers the grant of the village Pidiha 
by Maharaja Nandivarman for the prosperity of himself and his grandson Skanda- 
varman who is referred to in the record as Balaka-mahdrajakumira-Khanda potta. 
The other set (No. 2) which is in Sanskrit language and written in early southern 
script is dated in the first regnal year of Maharaja Skandavarman, the grandson 
of Nandivarman. The charter delineates the genealogy of the family for 
four generations as follows: Hastivarman; his son Nandivarman; his son 
Hastivarman (II); his son Skandavarman. This is also issued from Véngi and 
it records the grant of the village Kompara by Skandavarman. The importance 
of this charter lies in the fact that it brings to light the existence of two kings of 
the name Hastivarman ir the бајапка уапа family. If the first Hastivarman of 
these plates be identical with his namesake of the Pedavégi plates (C. P. No. 3 
of 1924-25) then it would be easy to surmise that his son Nandivarman had two 
: sons, Chandavarman and.Hastivarman (II). There is, however, no evidence 
at present to support this surmise. 


Next in chronological sequence is No. 49 which belongs to the Western 
Chalukya king Katti Arasa (Kirttivarman I). It is dated in the 12th year of the 
. king’s reign and records a grant of land made by the king to a Brahmana named 
Krishnasvamin, well versed in the Vēdas, Védangas and several other sciences, 
at the instance of his minister Vyaghrasvamin. This copper-plate charter was 
discovered. at Godachi in the Kolhapur state and is the earliest so far discovered 
of the Western Chà]ukya dynasty. The title | Dhermomahárája applied 
to the king in this inscription was probably adopted after the style of the Pallava 
and the Кадала kings. No. 5 belongs to the Eastern Chalukya king Sarva- 
lokasraya Vishnuvardhana Maharaja who is described as the son of Vijayaditya 
and the grandson of Vishnuvardhana Maharaja. It registers a grant of land 
free of all taxes and capable of a yield (7) of 12 Khandikus of grain in the village 
Lila in -Gudavadi-vishaya to Sarvva$arman, a learned Brahmana who wasa 
resident of Karachéru. The gift is said to have been made on the occasion of 
а solar eclipse. · Jayarüpa figures as the äjñapti of the grant. In the absence 
of any details pertaining to the date of the grant, it is hardly possible te fix the 
date of the record. It may however be pointed out that another record of a 
Vishnuvardhana (No. 6 of 1913-14) who again is described as the son of Vijaya- 
ditya and grandson of Vishnuvardhana, also mentions Jayarüpa as the drupls 
(Ер. Rep. for 1914, р. 85), | | 
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No. 51, discovered at Konimukh in Nowgong, Assam, and now deposited 
in the Provincial Museum at Gauhati, belongs to King Dharmapiladéva, son 
of Нагзћараја (plate I). It is the earliest copper-plate grant of this king 
discovered so far. The inscription on it is dated in the first regnal year of the king 
and records the grant of some land t» а Brahmana named Mahabühu. The 
grant-land is said to be situated in Mérupataka in Puruji-vishaya. The poet 
Prasthanakalasa is described as the composer of the prasasti. The record may 
be assigned оп palæographical considerations to about the 12th century А. D. 
It is wei] known that with Madanapala, the main line of the great Раја dynasty 
came to dn end. The Dharmapala of the present plates, who is described 
as the son of Harshapala whose ancestry is given for five generations, has 
apparently no connection with the main branch of the Palas. 


Another copper-plate inscription (No. 50) belonging to the Chandélla king 
Trailókvavarmadeva was secured from the Central Museum, Nagpur. The record, 
issued from Téhri, registers the gift of the village Mamdaura-grama $0. а learned 
Brahmana by the king in Samvat 1264 (A.D. 1205-6). 


No. 3 secured from Pentapadu in the West Godavari District belongs to 
the Telugu Chóda chief Bhaktiraja whose descent is traced in the record from 
Nalla-Bhima of the solar race and of the Казугра gotra. It records the inter- 
esting fact that the chief in alliance with Prélaya-Nayaka and his cousin 
Ka paya-Nayaka, stemmed the tide of the Muhammadan invasion and estab- 
lished himself as the ruler of the Véngi country.. In the course of the battle 
which ensued, his maternal uncle Venga-Bhüpati lost his life leaving his kingdom 
without an heir and Bhaktiràja was installed as its ruler by Kapaya. The ins- 
cription is dated in Saka 1265 (=A. D. 1343). 


Of the copper-plate charters of the Vijayanagara dynasty, No. 8 belongs 
to Virüpaksha (III), the last king of ће Sangama line, while Nos. 9, 10 and 11 
belong to king Krishnadévaraya. Among these, the first (Хо. 9) records the 
gift of certain vartanas (incomes) for services in the Gangadévasthanas (shrines 
ої goddess Ganga) in Animala and other places. The next (No. 10) records 
the marriage-levy (pend&-vartana) payable by the members of the Kampatam 
community of Animala to certain individuals who were probably the (spiritual) 
heads of their community. No. 12 belongs to the time of Aliya Ramaraja, the 
son-in-law of Krishnaraya, who, the inscription states, restored order in the 
administration of the villages in the Rodda Aobafi which had fallen into disorder 
on the death of the king, véz., Krishnadévaraya. 


The remaining copper-plate records come from the Tanjore and the Ramnad 
Districts. Those from the former belong mostly to the Nayakas of Tanjore, 
and their successors the Mahrattas while all the records from the Башпай 

` Zamindari (samsthanam) barring a few, belong to the Sétupati chiefs of the place 
who are continuing to rule over the place to this day. Nos. 20 to 23 dated in 
Saka 1611 in the reign of the Mahratta king Sambhdji record the renovation 
of the Kanaka-sabha at Chidambaram by Chittarhbala-ydgin and the performance 
of the kumbhabhishéka ceremony by Muttayya Dikshita who is described as the 
kula-guru of the royal house. 


Stone inscriptions 


The earliest among the stone inscriptions are two epigraphs inscribed on 
an oblong trapezoid rough-grained stone slab, nearly nine feet long and three 
and a helf feet broad, found at Deotek in the Chanda District of the Central 
Provinces. The slab is now deposited in the Nagpur Museum. These two 
inscriptions have been reviewed by Prof. Mirashi (Proceedings, А. I. О. C., 1935, 
pp. 613 fi.) though they were cursorily noticed by Cunningham as early as 1878 
(Cunningham’s А. S. Е., Vol. VII, p. 124). 


The earlier of the two inscriptions (No. 164) is engraved in Brahmi characters 
end in Prakrt language probably of the time of Asoka. As the inscription is 
damaged, the object of the record cannot be made out. It records an order 
of Sami (Lord), mean:ng apparently the king, whose name is not given and 
mentions the locality Chikambari, and the officer атасһа, 
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The other record (No. 165)is engraved in box-headed characters of the south- 
ern variety assignable to the 4th century A. D. and is in the Sanskrit language. 
It records the construction of a sanctuary: (dharmasthana) by. king Rudraséna 
‘at Chikkambari. Тһе inscription is undated and the name of the family to which 
the king belonged is unfortunately lost in the record. It is well-known, however, 
that there were two kings of the name Rudraséna in the Vakataka dynasty. The 
earlier of them, viz., Rudraséna I was a staunch Saiva, a fervent devotee of 
Svami Mahabhairava, while the other, Rudraséna II, the grandson of the former, 
was a devotee of Chakrapani(Vishnu). The ruins of the ancient temple іп whose 
neighbourhood the inscribed slab was found show such sculptures as the Nandi, 
the Linga, the image of Ganapati, etc., which would show that its author was 
а Saiva. It would, therefore, be reasonable to assign the record under review 
to the earlier of the two kings, viz., Rudraséna I. The paleography of the 
epigraph also supports this view. 16 may be remarked that this із the earliest 
and the only lithic record of this king known so far. 


No. 174 is an inscription (plate ТЇ) engraved on a pillar in the ruins called 
the Sdlakhatnba in the village of Behar in the Narasingarh State (Central India). 
The record consists of a couplet (44484) іп the Ardhamagadhi dialect said to 
- have been composed by Anadéva in praise of a temple (amarálaya). The record 
is assignable paleographically to about the 11th eentury A. D. 


No. 104 belongs to Máraiijadaiyan (alias) Уатадипа-Маћатаја, an early 
Pandya king and is dated in his 4th year opposite the 9th i.e., the 13th regna] 
year. The record is fragmentary and it registers a provision made for burning 
two perpetual lamps in the temple of the god of Tirumayilrangam in 
Idaiyárrumangalam. Idaiyarrumangalam literally means a place situated 
between the two rivers which in the present case are the Kaveri and the 
Ко дат. It is tempting to identify this place with Idavai in the Chola 
country against which this P&ándya monarch is known to have marched on an 
expedition. Two epigraphs from S&laigrámam in the Ramnad District, written 
in Vatteluttu characters of about the 10th century А. D. also belong to the 
Pandyas. One of them (No. 35a) refers itself to the reign of Sadaiyamarar 
and is dated in his 24-18 герпа] year while the other (No. 34) belongs to Vira- 
Pandya who bears the epithet ‘Sdjanralaikonda’ and is dated in the 185-]-5th 
year of his reign. The fact that the characters of the two records are almost 
identical suggests that the reigns of the two kings were not far removed from 
each other. Yet another Pandya record belonging to Jatavarman Sundara- 
Pandyadéva from Kilaiyür (No. 98), records the restoration by a royal order 
(tirumukham) of lands belonging to certain Brahmanas which were illegally 
occupied by the Ра в of the village of Rajarajachaturvédimangalam who are 
said to have made false entries in the revenue registers declaring the said lands as 
sold to them by the Brahmanas, й 


Among the Chola inscriptions, the earliest is а short epigraph engraved at 
the top of a sculptured slab set up in front of the Kaliyamman temple at Chetti- 
ttangal in the Chidambaram taluk (No. 105). It is written in characters of the 
10th century A. D. and belongs to the reign of Parakésarivarman Aditya (II), 
“who took the head of the Pandya’. The sculptures depicted on the stone 
represent two persons each in the act of cutting off his own head held by the 
tuft in the left hand, with sword held in the right hand, The circumstances 
under which this act of self-immolation was done are unfortunately not clear; 
but similar acts of self-decapitation in order to fulfil certam yows are known 
from inscriptions, 


An inscription of Tribhuvanachakravartin Rajéndrachdladéva (No, 91) 
records the exemption from levy of taxes on a piece of land bought by the inhabi- 
tants of Rájarajachaturvédimangalam on their representation that the land 
was to bé used as crematorium for the village. Another record of the same 
king (No. 88) refers to Kilaikkattu, the modern Kilaiyür from which it comes, 
as the pontifical seat (Gcharyasthana) of the Pataijjali-mafha belonging to the 
Lakshadhydyi-santana. The Lakshádhydgi-santàna seems to have had under 
its control а few other mafhas such as the Kolli-matha at Varanasi and Бе 
Мадор madam at Tiruvanaikkaval, 
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From Vémulavada, а village in the Karimnagar District of the Hyderabad 
State, were secured sixinscriptions. Of these the earliest and the most important, 
No. 157, is engraved on a pillar in the Rajarajésvara temple. It refers itself to 
the reign of Arikésarin (II), a scion of the branch of the Chalukya family which 
ruled at Vémulavada, referred to in inscriptions as Lémbulapataka, the capital 
(тајадћата). It records a gift of land by the king for the upkeep of a feeding 
house (satira) in the temple of Aditya in the village. Arikesarin H is doubtless: 
identical with the patron of the famous Kannada. poet Pampa who, in his work 
Vikramarjuna-Vijaya or Pampa-Bharata, gives almost an identical account of 
the achievements of the chief and those of his ancestors with that: given in this 
inscription. | 

To the same family belongs Baddega whose inscription (No. 158) is engraved 
on the pedestal of a Jaina. image in the same (Бајагајёбуата) temple. He is 
described in the record as the fifth in descent from Yuddhamalla, the ruler of 
the Sapadalaksha country. Не may be identical with Bhadradéva mentioned 
as the son of Arikésarin HI in the Parabhant plates issued in Saka 888 by Arike- 
sarin IIE, the son and successor of Bhadradéva. The. present epigraph, the 
only stone record of Baddega discovered so far, is of particular interest in that it 
refers to the Хата teacher Somadéva Siri of the Сапда-гаљућа аб whose instance 
the chief is stated to have constructed a Jaina temple. Somadeva Siri mentioned 
in the inscription is the author of the Sanskrit work Yasastilaka-Champü which, 
in its colophon, states that he completed the work in Saka 881 at; бапрадћага, 
the residence of Vaddega, son of Arikésarin, who was the samanta of the Rash- 
traküta king Krishna ПІ. Somadéva Süri must have continued to live during 
the time of Baddega’s son and successor АтИ‹ёзатт HI, who, according to the 
Parabhauni plates, granted him a village for the upkeep and repairs of a jindlaya: 
constructed by the chiefs father. There are, however, no traces of this 
temple at present at Vémulavada though a few broken pillars and statues 
which once belonged to а Jaina temple are now kept in the Rajarijéévara temple. 


Of the mseriptions secured from the Bankàpur taluk ef the. Bombay 
Province, as many as 14 come from the village Belvatti referred to in the ins- 
eriptions as Belvanti. Among these is one (plate Н) of the Rashtrakiita king 
Govinda IV (No. 212) which records certain gifts made to Panditayya, а. 
Brahmana of the Visvamitra gótre and Savastya-kula. в 


In two other records from Ње same village (Nos. 204 and 210) Lachchaladévi,. 
the wife of the Kadamba chief Harikésaridéva, а feudatory of the Western 
Chalukya king Trailékyamalla, is said to be. governing the village (йт) while her 
husband was governing Banavasi-12000 and Рапипра!-500. Опе of these 
mentions her as the daughter of Bhimadéva. 


Among the late epigraphs an inscription from Byadagi in the Ranebennur- 
taluk (No. 248) records an interesting dispute about the Gaud?ke (office of village- 
headman)-of Bédage, the modern Byadagi, between two parties of Hommarudi, 
each claiming the Gaudike for itseli. A committee representing prominent 
persons from several neighbouring villages assembled in the temple of Hanumàn 
at Bédage and decided to install one of the contestants in the office and took an. 
undertaking from the other party that.it. would abide by this. decision. - 


Another inscription (No. 30) dated Saka 1774 during the regime of the 
Kutubshahis of Gólkonda is of considerable social interest. И is engraved on 
a hugé boulder in the stream at Nagari (Chittoor District) and records elaborate 
details of an agreement reached between the residents of the two villages Марата 
and Mangidu in respect of utilising the water flowing in the stream. 
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42 INDIAN EPIGRAFHY 


Topographical Index of Stone Inscriptions—1946-47 


Бета] No. District. 3 Taluk. Village. No. in list. 


Ц 
MADRAS PROVINCE. 


1 Cuddapah . . | Pulivendla . . | Ahóbalupuram . з . қ 1 
2 Do. à б Do. . | Balapaniru є я è * 2—3 
3 lo. с м Do. . «| быв . . . e - 4—6 
4 lo. . . Do. . . | Хазапйга ж в * > 7—12 
5 lo. 5 = Do. > . | Lémada . = = * š 13—16 
6 Do. = Do. 5 . | Peidipilem “ я * - 17--18 
1 Do. 2 й . Do. " . | Puliveadua = " я Р 19—20 
8 Do. . . Do. ж . | Rávulakolanu . x « “ 21 
б По . Do. . . | Sunkésula Р т " š 22—24 
19 Do. . . Го. à . | Tondüru . & м " . 26 
п Chittoor . . . | Puttur Division - | Nagari . а ж & " 26—30 
12 po . .  .1|Punganur à ox ре (hamlet of Kotta- 31 
13 Ramnad . š - | Paramagudi Е - | Nlaivángudi 5 5 а Р 32--33 


Do. " 5 5 Ро. ж . | Salaigramam . e " T 34—35a 
Do. а ы . | Башпай . “ . | Periyapattanam Р A % 35% 
Do. * Sriviliputtur . . | Handirakondin = 4 т: 36 
Do. © s 2 Do. . | Müvaraivenràn . T г Р 37 
Do . . «| Tiruppattur .  .|fS8kkotei. 2.2.0.0... 38—61 
Do. ы " 5 По. T . | N. Vairavanpatti Қ " қ 62 
Tanjore - в - | Mannargndi А . | Püvapür . з а " ы 63-—73 
Do. -" а . | Nannilam P - | Tirukkannamangai . r 2 74—30 


Do. . “ . | Negapatam А . | Kilaiyar . з " ё r 81--99 


23 Ро. i а . | Shiyali . " . | Nallanàpakapuram . є 190—101 


24 Do. * а * | Pues á ж . | Chittirakkudi . * а T 102—103 
25 Trichinopoly . .| Lalgudi .  .  .|Javentin&thapuram . . . 104 
28 South Arcot . . | Chidambaram . - | Chettittàngal . ы М " 105 
27 Do. * А Do. " . | Jangambir % T 5 2 106 
28 7 Ро. à Do. x „ | Mathavalam (hamlet of Chidam- 107 
baram). | 
29 По. . з Do. я « | Mannargudi-Arasir . " d 108 
30 Do Do. . | Melkadambür . “ " « | 109—112 
зі Do ex Do. .  .lmajéndrachólagan .. . .| 118—118 
32 Do. © s Do. i $ Br (hamlet of Virana- 117 
33 Do. я . Do. з " Thumillesthtnam А з è 118—144 
34 | Катоо . |. .|Dhone . . . | Sarapharajapuram  . . . 145—146 
35 Vizagapatam . . | Sarvasiddhi " . | Gópálapatnam . š ж з 147 
| HYDERABAD STATE. 
36 Hyderabad 2 . ом Нудавыа . . . . 148—156 
37 | Karimnagar . . | Karimnagar . . | Vémuleváda . М * " 157—162 
| CENTRAL PROVINCES. 
зз {сез . . . T" ва. o 0. . . 163 
a9 Do. - | 4 Deotek . & ж 4 е 164—165 
40 Saugor . . . ree Fro / 2 2. o s. . 166-—173 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1946-47 


Topographical Index of Stone Inscriptions—coneld. 


Serial No. District. Taluk. Village. 


CENTRAL INDIA STATES. 


41 .... | Behar . қ . 
UNITED PROVINCES. 
42 .... Dudahi . . . . 
BOMBAY PROVINCE. 

48 Bankapur з ‚ | Мивії " . . " 
44 Do. . . . | Phutgaon-Badni 5 . 
45 Hangal . - .fAlüpür . > " A 
46 Ро. . " . | Adar . . 8 . 
а Do . . .]Begipte . . . 
43 Do. . . .|Belwatti. . . . 
49 Do. . 5 - | Нагіті . є а А 
50 Da. “ з . | Hembli . n š "з 
51 Го. + $ . | Jekkinàyakankop - ж 
52 По. . я . | Када . š T . 
53 Do. . " . | Мазапака . ж - 
БА Do. * * . | Narégal . $ а " 
55 Do. . Е . | Змај . 5 . . 
56 Do. * . | Vardi * . s . 
57 Tasgaon . 5 . | Bhose " З * . 
58 Hubli * E . | Mantür . і s . 
59 Haveri  . . | Науєті  . Е . . 
60 Ranebennur . | Byadagi . . . . 
61 .. Kavalāpūr . . . 


No. in list. 


174—184 


185—195 


196—197 


218 
219—223 


241 
242—943 
244—246 

247 
246—219 


280--251 


48 


41 INDIAN EPIGRAPHY 


List of Inscriptions in A and B arranged according to dynesties 


Inscription. Appendix. Number, 
Вапа . Б 5 Я : б = - в 2. 
f A B. 
Ch куа, Eastern * . . . - 
B 147. 
Chilukya ої Vémulaváda . weet B 151, 158. 
A 49. 
Chàlukya, Western à E . А . 
B 159, 161-162, 200, 203-204, 206-211, 214-218, 
227-229, 236-231, 245, 249. 
A 50. 
Скапа та . . " . . ` 
B 185-186, 191-192, 194. 


Choh. . . . А . . . . - в 28, 75, 81, 83-84, 87-89, 91-92, 94.05, 105, 
110-115, 119, 121-126, 128-120, 132-140, 


z | 142-144. 
Ga apati ы Š * з à %% Б T A 8. 
Mabra:tas of Tanjore . . * А . б А 17, 20-25. 
Kiyakas of Madura " E “ є & * А 41, 43. 
Niyakas of Tanjore Б a . " А * A 13, 14. 
Í A 30. 
Pandya . . . . “ ы 
3 L} в – |34, 352, 38-39, 42-44. 46448. 50, 52-53, 55-57, 
| 88-69, 71, 82, 86, 90, 98-09, 104, 
Prigjrotwha * е è E . . А 51, 
Rishtrakata ——-— 6 сер ЫВ 212, 226, 240. 
Reddi . з і . ж B 4 
Filenbsyana è = . А . у = А 1, 2, 
РРС А 25-27, 29, 31-39, 42, 46, 43, 
Telugu Chéda = а . è ж . à A 3. 
Vàákataka . б я а s . . B 165. 
A 8-12, 19, 
Уцівуаларата А . . . . . 
таралар в 3, 7, 15-18, 25, 27, 29, 60, 63-64, 102, 141, 199, 
219. 
Үздача . . . . . . 8 B 218, 232, 239, 
A 6, 7, 18-16, 18, 24, 28, 40, 44-45, 47, 52. 
Misjulaneous, . . . О . . 
в 1, 4-6, 8-14, 19-24, 26, 30-33, 35, 355, 36-37, 
40-41, 45. 49, 51, 54, 58-59, 61-62, 65-67, 70, 
72-74, 16-50, 85, 93, 96-97, 100-101, 103, 
106-109, 116.118, 120, 197, 136-131, 145-146, 
148-156, 160, 163-164, 166-184, 187-190, 193, 
195-198, 201-202, 205, 213, 217, 220-293, 
230-231, 233-235, 238, 241-244, 246-248, 
250-251. 


